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 This job aid is a component of the free, on-demand CDC training course “Biochemicals and Gram Negative Organism ID.” Find the course at https://www.cdc.gov/labtraining.
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Questions to consider while following a specimen from collection through microbiological testing:

Was the appropriate sample type collected for the testing?

Was the sample collected properly? Was it collected in a way to ensure detection of existing
pathogens?

Was specimen placed in appropriate transport container with appropriate preservative if necessary?

Was the specimen transported to the laboratory within appropriate timeline?

Was the correct media used to isolate potential pathogens?

Were the plates incubated at the right temperature and for the length of time necessary to isolated
potential pathogens?

Were pathogens isolated from normal commensal flora appropriately prior to identification
processes?

Was quality control testing performed and documented on media, reagents, ID systems, etc. to
ensure appropriate reactions of all test methodologies?





